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to sing, one message to deliver. And everything else
that he does may have in it something remarkable and
worthy of him, but it is not that for which he is
immortalised in history. Rabindranath Tagore*
whatever his contribution towards the rural and educa-
tional uplift of his country, will be remembered by
posterity more as a master-poet and singer than
as a champion of joy and freedom in education or a
pioneer in the field of rural reconstruction.

Obviously enough, history cannot limit itself to
a particular subject. It has to speak about the creative
expressions., not of one man, but of a whole people
consisting of individuals of various natures, such as
saints and sages, prophets and philosophers, poets and
mystics, artists and scientists, rulers and statesmen,
and so many other kinds of men, great and small*
all of whom play their respective parts in the common
corporate life of the people. It may be noted that
history cannot ignore the work of ordinary men whose
silent services keep life going and lend colour to it.
To be a complete picture of every phase of man's
activity history must include the man who tills the
soil, the one who builds the house, the one who by
his labour makes the earth fit for man to live in
happily. But all these find their place in history not
as they merely are but through the contribution they
make to the general progress of mankind. And it is
for history to show how nations or peoples advance
the cause of that progress, each following the law of
its own being, its own line of self-developmeat^
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